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Aruna Chandaraja has-a memorable STX tayuxary ride
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as mportant B the destination had
probably just been on a huxury
train. The newly kunched super
luxury Golden Charion which
travenies through Karnataka is
about seeing the Stare in true
nuabarags style. The tmin's interiors
e caretully crafted to ooze
elegance and loxury and thas
mcludes che cabits and ensuite
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¢ the Golden Chariet, from Bangalare to Goa
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p— and a spa.
The ax-dav, seven
night trip which
the train offcrs is
telligently designed o
et a varety of fare gs well s
showcease the best of the Skites
b e Actually, the OfEAMSTTS
I'.il'l.“ll.l]':.' Proanl ol fov LS I'J'l.:t 1
covers three Wordd Heritage
Sites—i rd-"'l[,"L Fattadakal and Goa's
cathedral-clhurch '-jlll.'ihj.

After getting on at Bangalore, we
are tiken o the history-rich

Srirangapatna teswn, Next s Mysore

whene we take m the fa |.1u|-:11|l.
Muysore Falace— prediciably, the
myost auchible gasps of wwe are Bom
the toreigners in the group, The
Phitomena Church is another sighe
o see and many wand to linger for
sandalwood and silk shopping but
the tra was leaving for Kabani

How long Is the rip: Six
days and seven nights. Begins
from Bangalore on a Monday
afternoon and rerminates in
Bangalore the following
Monday morning,

The route includes:
Bangalore, Mysore, Kabini,
Hassan including Halebid,
Belur, Shravanabelagola,
Hampi, Aihole including
Fattadakal, Badami, Goa and
back to Bangalore.

Cost: US 350 dollars per
person per night or ics
equivalent In Indian rupees.

Contact for reservations;
KSTDC, 49 Khanlja Bhavan,
Race Course Road,
Bangalore-560 002, Tel: (080)
2235 2901-03.
www.goldenchariot.org
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Dining in a plugh it .. :
|.III part of the oxperincos | ,

through exclusive, are driven to the private
the temples of beach ar Taj Holiday Village Later,
Athole and Partadakal— we are driven to the church and
M 1S 22 3 Premulm given a cathedral-dotted Panjin and old
tightly packed winerary. And the Croa. Most builldings here are clad
Wildlife ypectacular caves of Badams in a distinctive dark-brown laterite,
Sanchuary. Here, arrive after a mek up an merechbly w0 charactensoe of Chrsmn
| the lucky ones get to filthy winding road—which ke architecture on this part of the
| see the panther and wild dogs. our breath away. The signoft is at coast. The trip 8 rounded off wach 2
| while the rese satisfied themselves Gor—ithe Lt stop. visit to a heritge home Solar Dos
with clephants, deer, wild-boar and Colacos for a peck mto the hitesoyle
gaur that abound in this forest SEA BREEZE of Portuguese noblemen of
We disembarked at Calangute cemturies apo. A near perfect rl
REVISITING THE PAST beach, overflowing with tourises and land erip that had so much
| have seen the temples of Halebid- and Jocals. Those who hike it more o offer!|

Belur, our next stop several tmes
before, but they stll inspire awe
gach time I revasit them, These
exquisie specimens of Indian
Ill:'rirJ.E_l:. I:'hFH"LIdJ]'!.-‘ the famed
Chennakeshava wemple, represents
the epicenter of Hovasala
architecture. However, |

refrained from visiting
Shravanabelagols— with s world's
tallege monolithic stame, since | had
been cthere and done dhar anly
recently,. The sprawling hstoric
eown of Hamp (where excavations
are stll on) with it unforgemably
massrve Yogalikshminarasimbha
statue and the Virtala temple with
its pillars which resonate with the
SAPLASWATAS OF seven notes are the
highlight of the mp. We nashed
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